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WHITTAKERS TIMBER PRODUCTS 

Statement 

HON ADELE FARINA (South West) [9.45 pm]: I rise to inform the house of a development that has occurred 
in the South West Region that brings me a lot of concern, and I am sure, Mr President, as you represent the same 
region, you share my concern. Yesterday, one of Western Australia’s largest millers of native hardwood, 
Whittakers Timber Products, announced that it would be ceasing log deliveries and preparing to close the green 
mill and part of the dry mill, making 44 people redundant. The reason is that Whittakers has not been able to 
reach an agreement with the state government on a viable volume of log resource, and as a result its future is 
now uncertain. As some members will know, this mill has been in the south west for a long time. It was founded 
in 1954, and Whittakers purchased the mill in January 1973. In 1999, the Whittakers operation was shut down, 
and a workforce of around 200 was stood down. Blueleaf Corporation Pty Ltd took over the operations at 
Whittakers mill, and it commenced production in July 2000. Of course, not long after it commenced production, 
we had the implementation of the “no logging in old-growth forest policy”, which hit the timber industry very 
hard in the south west, with a significant reduction in log volume. But what came along with that was also a 
significant reduction in the quality of the logs. 

As a result of that, industry was encouraged to invest and improve its infrastructure so that it could remain viable 
into the future. Whittakers was one of the few companies that did that; it invested in new machinery and a new 
small log line so that it could remain viable into the future. That investment cost a lot of money. We need to 
finance investments such as that. At the time that the then Labor government introduced the current forest 
management plan, it also provided a guarantee to the timber industry so that it could be sure that there was some 
certainty into the future, and it could go to investors and secure the finances it needed to invest back into the 
industry. Not only has this government been dragging its feet on the new forest management plan and finalising 
that project, but also it has stated categorically that it will not provide those financial guarantees that were 
provided by the former Labor government. As a result of that, the industry’s capacity to secure finance, and to 
continue to secure the finance that it currently has, has dried up. The statements made by the Forest Industries 
Federation clearly lay the blame here at the feet of the government. 

Members of 44 families in Greenbushes were told yesterday that they no longer have jobs. In a small town such 
as Greenbushes that will have an enormous impact. Whether we agree with logging or we do not is irrelevant. 
My focus here is on the fact that 44 people were made redundant yesterday; 44 families were impacted because 
this government has not got on with the job that it is supposed to do in delivering the new forest management 
plan. The minister’s response was simply to say that he was concerned about the redundancies and that he would 
work closely with industry to resolve these problems, but it is too little too late. We know that once the timber 
that is currently available at Whittakers dries up—it has sold it all—because it is ceasing to accept any new 
deliveries, about 40 further redundancies will take place. That will have an enormous impact on the local 
economy of a town the size of Greenbushes. It is fine for the minister to simply say, “Look, I’m very sorry that 
this has happened.” As a government, it needs to do more.  

I am calling on the minister to make a statement in both houses of Parliament within the next few days to tell us 
what he proposes to do, when we can expect a forest management plan to be completed and whether the 
government will reconsider its position on the financial guarantees. He needs to make a statement about exactly 
what the government will do to help those workers and those families find other work, and to help introduce new 
jobs and employment opportunities into Greenbushes. The impact of this decision will be huge for the local 
economy of Greenbushes. It is not okay for the government to sit there quietly and hope that this problem will go 
away. Members opposite have been elected to govern. They need to step in now and start addressing these 
issues. 
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